
Needham PTO 
February 13, 2019 5:45 PM Recorder:Denise Barrett 
 

Officers 
Present 

Officers: 
Mindi Kondrat, President                                        Denise Barrett, Co-Secretary 
Jen Zahratka, Vice President 
Forrest Jones, Treasurer                                        Lou Zinser, Teacher Representative  
Shona Jones, Co-Secretary                                   Erin Glick, Student Council Rep 
Jenny McKenna, Principal 
 

Members 
Present 

Will update when get sign in sheets 

 

TOPIC DISCUSSION DECISION/ACTION 

                                                                                        Old Business 

Called to order   

Approval of January 
2019 Minutes 

  

Introductions The PTO Board is listed in the members present. 
All parents are invited and encouraged to attend monthly meetings 
and are all voting members when in attendance at meetings. 
 

Duane and Tanya Williams - welcome new 
members - grandkid attends Needham 

Treasurer Report - 
Forrest Jones 

Water bottle filling stations - they have been ordered from a local 
vendor 
PTO covered costs of the water stations and the district is covering 
the cost of installation 
 
Balance: $5,069 savings checking $11.915 
Only outstanding expense is the pizza tonight 
 
 

 

Wildcat Packs - Mark 
Lambert 

Discussion about the quality of the food being sent home  -some 
high sodium, crushed crackers, etc.  Jenny reported that the food 
quality has improved. The new director is aware of it and making 

They have no needs for help at this point 
according to Judy. 
 

 



efforts to improve the food. 

SAC Rep - Jen Playground drawings are finalized - two playgrounds approved and 
district has committed to doing it. 
 
Parent survey - through the office newsletter, reopened the survey 
and then SAC will look at the results 
Response rate to first survey was about 10%.  Will leave it open for 
about a month - end of Feb close it out. 
 
Cafeteria changes - teachers going to training - to help manage the 
behavior in cafeteria - moved tables and groups around and they 
have cleaning stations, etc.  Reduces crowding and makes a 
smoother experience 
 
PTO update - Jen gave the PTO update to SAC meeting 
 
Unitarian Church donated to winter clothing supplies 

Next update will be in March 
 

Student Council 
Report - Erin Glick 

Movie Night was a great success, tips to remember for next year: 
- Sold a lot of food, movie well-liked 
- Intermissions, parent rooms were good idea 
- Kids got too wild, they lost control :) 
- More change, more popcorn 
- Movie was too long 
- More reminders (ushers) to keep people seated, quiet 

 
Profit $130.50 

 

PTO Newsletter - 
Denise Barrett 

Jen completed the Winter 2019 newsletter -looked great, thank you! 
 
We could add PTO Corner to the weekly school newsletter - email 
directly to Jenny 
 

Will place the PTO newsletter on the bulletin 
board 
 
Send Jenny info by Friday morning to include in 
newsletter - next week send message about 
joining PTO committees for Funlympics 
 

Book Fair Discuss how to use proceeds 
 
Teacher survey - they would like us to receive the credit towards 
books.  So, next book fair we will take the credit instead of the cash. 
 
Library will lead the selection of the books. 

Next book fair will be in the fall. 

 



 
Could also consider letting teachers choose books they would like 
(from the book fair) and then PTO would purchase the books they 
chose. 
 

                                                                                         New Business 

New Requests for 
funding from PTO 

- Kindergarten Teachers Mini-Grant Request - Jeni Cox 
Books to enhance workshop model and thinking strategies.  Start 
with a mini lesson, independent work time, then wrap up lesson. 
Allows students to work at their pace.  Use it for reading, writing, and 
math.  Do not have the books to support the standards for each 
lesson. 
They have chosen books from a list that relate directly to the 
standards to help have very focused lessons.  This is a request from 
the entire kindergarten team - can be used by entire kinder for years 
to come.  Each list has been curated to be specifically for meeting 
these needs.  Many of them are not on scholastic. 
 
Total request of $992.67 
Jen motioned to approve, Denise Seconded 
Voted - all approved, no abstentions, no objections 
 
 

- Lynn Ilg -  
Three SPED teachers, two reading interventionists.  All got together 
as a “department” to decide on what they need.  Currently, six 
people are sharing the letter box sets.  They would like to have at 
least two sets - with a rack.  $235 for a new set with a rack 
Books to support reading comprehension that come with a teacher’s 
guide.  Some needs for books and teacher guides, others just need 
the teacher guides to go with books we have in the library. Also 
sensory materials.   All added up five teachers together to come up 
to about $1,000. 
 
Erin motioned to approve, Forrest seconded 
All approved, no abstentions or objections 
 
Summary of funding available for 2019 school year: 
Pre-K - $1,000 available 
Kinder - maxed 

Kindergarten book request approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPED teachers request approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For remainder of year we can accept grant 
requests from Pre-K, 2nd Grade Train, 4th 
Grade, and Specials  

 



1st - maxed 
2nd - train maxed 
3rd - silverton mine maxed 
4th - $1,000 available 
5th - COLS maxed 
Specials (Art, Music, PE) - $1,000 Available 
SPED/interventionists - $1,000 maxed 
 
 
  

Next PTO meeting will focus on Funlympics 
 
 
 
 

Principal Report Family Night in March 
March 18-20 (conferences - will not be this week) 
We could have a booth set up  
 

Will plan to host PTO sign up table for 
Funlympics once date set for family night 

Amazon Smile and 
City Market 

Discussion about setting up Wildcats PTO account with Amazon 
Smile 
Marketing the City Market function again 
 

Forrest will set up Amazon Smile with our new 
EIN number 
 
Reminder to parents about both in newsletter 
 

Needham Funlympics Date:  May 17th 
 
Corporate Sponsor Task Force: Erin Morgan - will create company 
list, draft sponsor letter 
Tanya Williams joined this committee 
Matlock Furniture 
 
Student/parent Task Force: Denise Barrett and Mindi Kondrat 
Letters and challenges home to parents 
Challenges to the students/classrooms 
What could they get as prizes? 
Possibly get necklace medal for first donation - for every $XX you 
bring in you add to your necklace 
 
Obstacles/Event Task Force: Ashley Geyer - Denise will ask her 
 
 
Dunk Tank Task Force - Forrest 
Rental - can a parent make one?  Josh Bourne? 
Can we buy one and put their logo on it - Elks Lodge, company? 

Task Force Chairs should schedule first 
meetings with their members (and recruit 
members if possible) before the March 13 PTO 
meeting and come prepared with a report. 
 
Task Force Chairs: 
 
Corporate Sponsors - Erin Morgan, Chair 
Members: Tanya Williams 
 
Student/Parent Fundraising - Denise Barrett, 
Chair 
Mindi Kondrat 
 
Dunk Tank - Forrest Jones, Chair 
 
Hype - Jen Zahratka, Chair 
Members: Jenny McKenna 
 
Student Council - Erin Glick, Chair 

 



 
Hype Task Force: Jenny McKenna 
 
Student Council Task Force - Erin Glick 

- Assign countries to classrooms 
- Decorate doors of the Gold, Silver, Bronze winners from 

2018 to start drumming up competition 
 

Members: Student Council 

Next meeting  
Next meeting: March 13, 2019, 5:45 

Come prepared with Task Force reports and the 
meeting will focus 100% on Needham 
Funlympics Planning! 

 

 


