
Needham PTO 

October 10, 2018 5:45 PM      Recorder: Shona Jones 

 

Members 

Present 
Nora Foutz, President 
Mindi Kondrat, Vice-President 
Forrest Jones, Treasurer 
Shona Jones, Co-Secretary 
Lou Zinser, Teacher Representative 
Erin Glick, Student Council Representative 
Jenny McKenna, Principal 
Beth Coblenz, teacher 
Lynn Ilg, teacher 
Yona Delling, parent 
Richard Brown, Media  
 
Thank you all for coming! 

Absent 

Members 
 

 

TOPIC DISCUSSION DECISION/ACTION 

                                                                                        Old Business 

Called to order   

Approval of 
September 2018 
Minutes 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wDXfEIDNrV6f
tzsydI8-7CMHbffYgyca_cAAmm-
rcso/edit?usp=sharing  

 

Introductions The PTO Board is listed in the members present. 
All parents are invited and encouraged to attend 
monthly meetings and are all voting members when 
in attendance at meetings. 
 

 

Treasurer Report - 
Forrest Jones 

2018-2019 Budget Review 
 
 

 
 

1.     Treasurer’s Report - Forrest 
gave a detailed review of last 
years budget and how it 
compares to the current years 
budget. The reporting year will 
be 8/1 - 7/31. Handouts were 
given detailing the numbers. 
  
a.    Be local is not feasible 
financially. There is a significant 
amount of work and the income 



is not worth the effort, the 
school is not doing it again. 
b.    COLS - 760 was made 
selling hot dogs and the PTO 
made considerable 
contributions to ensure all 
5thgraders could attend.  
c.     The Fun Run Funlympics- 
went really well, it was planned 
in a short period of time and 
brought in a healthy profit and 
was enjoyed by teachers, staff 
and students.  
d.    In all, the PTO raised about 
8900 dollars last year. 
 

Non Profit 501c3 
Status - Ashley 
Geyer 

Update on status of application Forrest gave the report in 
Ashley’s absence. The PTO is 
enrolled in the Parent Booster 
program which helps keep the 
organization compliant with tax 
status.  We will soon have an 
EIN number - we had to change 
our name to Wildcat PTO inc. 
The PTO will need to change 
name on the bank accounts, 
change name on checks, have 
accurate EIN number. Being 
enrolled in this program will help 
keep things rolling smoothly and 
legally as board members 
change. The fee was decided to 
be worth it. About $500 per 
year.  

Wildcat Packs - 
Mark Lambert 

Notes from September: 
Mark will send a list of days and number of 
volunteers needed to send out to PTO for volunteers 
 
Will post to Needham PTO Facebook group and 
email 
 
 

Volunteers still needed to help 
fill the bags and the distribute 
the food - coordinate with Nurse 
Judy to get signed up 
 
Nora will post this on the FB 
page 

Monster Bash - 
Committee Update 

Halloween/Monster Bash Committee: 
Nora Foutz 
Forrest Jones 
Crystal English 
Erin Glick 

Monster mash - student council 
is doing great - advertising for it, 
kids will wear costumes, parent 
helpers are organized and 
scheduled, activities are 



Yona Delling 
 
Student Council participation - updates 

organized. Laura will be giving 
out tickets to those who need it. 
Need people to make cupcakes 
or muffins. One teacher who is 
doing an art project - needs tp 
rolls, google eyes, yarn. There 
will be food in cafeteria, music 
in the gym which can be just an 
open gathering place. Will need 
floaters as volunteers. Student 
council needs to be there from 
4-8 - they will each get 10 
tickets and can eat free. Forrest 
will be responsible for taking the 
$$ and then will give it back to 
Student Council when needed. 
BLUE tickets will be free to track 
this number. Some concern 
about how much money would 
be raised by this event.  

Book Fair - Bev 
Shade 

 Book fair during Monster mash 
and conferences. Bev has all 
shifts covered for the book fair.  

SAC Rep  Jen - has a list of all the items 
Sac has spearheaded - will 
bring it to the next meeting. 
They are working on a Cultural 
event - maybe a food share - or 
hosting a pow wow? Finding 
ways to reach out to native 
american or hispanic 
communities.  

Lending Library - 
Marie Compton 

Updates It is up and running. Put books 
in the tub. She puts a sticker on 
them. 

PTO Newsletter - 
Denise Barrett 

Updates/discussion 
- Did not put together a September newsletter, 

information about Monster Mash sent via 
Student Council weekly 

- What information would we like in a 
newsletter? 
 

Nora will attend Oct 15 training on enews software 
provided by Needham to distribute information and 
report back 
 

What information do we want in 
the newsletter - please pass on 
to Denise. 
 
Nora can’t attend the training, 
Jenny will train her 



                                                                                         New Business 

New Requests for 
funding from PTO 

Mini Grant Requests 
 
Updates: 
Create a google form and review monthly 
 
Lou will share the google form with teachers to 
remind them how to ask for $$ for anything 
throughout the year 
 

Lynn - $102.18 - Reading 
Intervention - often focus on 
phonics. Group of 4th graders 
that have strong phonics - but 
are very slow readers. Have a 
very useful resources but needs 
some intermediate level books. 
Unanimously approved. 
Beth - Science standards - 
needs resources - books & 
STEAM resources - kid friendly 
non fiction that go with their 
research topics - $243.41. 
These can be shared with the 
other first grade teachers and 
can use from year to year. 
Additionally, Beth has masters 
in montessori and so she is also 
requesting $260 - for materials 
for a hands on approach to 
meeting math standards - just 
for Beths class, other teachers 
would have to be trained in how 
to use them, which she is willing 
to do. All approved. 
 
Beth announced she will 
spearhead parents night out 
again this year - set for Feb 22. 

Principal Report  Parent info night, tomorrow 
night at - 5:30 information 
related to being a title one 
school. About 30% percent of 
students qualify for free and 
reduced lunch. Will give 
updates on staff and 
programming.  
Playground update - West 
playground $80,000 to do basic 
structure upgrade. The day after 
school is out they will start 
tearing it out. Specific ideas will 
be presented at the next 
meeting. 
Additional microwaves request 
for staff to heat lunches - 
probably about $200 - PTO 



approved to buy 3. 

New business  Jen Z- idea for next year Fun 
Lympics - possibly buy our own 
dunk tank - then can rent it out. 
Check with 9R? After some 
discussion it was brought up 
that the local Police or fire 
station have a dunk tank that 
“just sits there” and they will 
lend it out to the school for 
events. 

 The Garden Project Garden Project – There was 
discussion about the PTO’s 
relationship with the Garden 
project, including how the 
PTO paid the Garden Project 
for managing some work in 
the garden. Beth discussed 
that they had a plan in place 
to manage the Garden – The 
Garden project works a 
section, 4H works a section 
and a group of Needham 
teachers work a section. 
There is no longer a need for 
paying the Garden Project. 
The Needham garden can 
still use funds from the PTO 
to cover expenses. Beth, 
along with Lori Rossback, will 
be the point person for the 
PTO to communicate with 
regarding the Needham 
Garden. There was 
discussion about using the 
garden to plant pumpkins to 
sell as a fundraiser. 

 5th Grade T-Shirts - presented by three 5th girls. 1.     Several 5thgraders 
presented their design for T-
shirts. They would like to 
have them printed and want 
to have them available to 
5thgraders, and possibly for 
sale for other grade level 



students. The PTO approved 
to have this funded.  
 

      Getting volunteers Shona will make a sign up 
sheet for parents who are 
interested in volunteering. 
They need to give us 
permission to contact them 
via phone or email. Lou will 
distribute these to teachers to 
distribute to teachers in 
Friday Folders. 
 

 


